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We should follow the lead of over half of our 

nation’s states and ensure a uniformity of 
rights for all voters. 

I ask my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to join me in supporting this effort to 
strengthen the democratic process and give 
American voters the choices they deserve. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 1, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2017) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes: 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
strong support of this amendment, which re-
stores critical funding for local first responders 
and public safety officials. Specifically, it en-
sures adequate funding for the Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant Program (FIRE) and the 
Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Re-
sponse Grant Program (SAFER), which im-
prove the readiness of our nation’s heroic fire-
fighters and emergency service providers, and 
help them protect and serve our local commu-
nities. 

My home state was recently impacted by 
the horrific tornados that struck St. Louis and 
Joplin, Missouri. We saw firsthand the vital 
role that local first responders play in the wake 
of horrific disaster—searching for and rescuing 
survivors, clearing debris, and providing much 
needed support to a community suffering from 
heart-wrenching loss and destruction. 

FIRE and SAFER Grants help local fire de-
partments equip, train, and maintain their per-
sonnel, preparing them to respond to all forms 
of emergencies, from natural disasters to ter-
rorists attacks. The city of St. Louis recently 
was awarded a SAFER grant that was instru-
mental in saving up to 30 firefighter jobs dur-
ing tough economic times in our city. These 
programs are vitally important to firefighters 
serving in large towns, small cities and rural 
areas across America, as they are able to ad-
dress the immediate, individualized needs of 
departments efficiently and effectively. 

The underlying bill would dangerously cut 
funding for the FIRE and SAFER grants by 
nearly 60 percent compared to FY 2010 and 
FY 2011, and putting at least 1,600 fire-
fighters’ jobs in jeopardy. At a time when local 
fire departments and other first responders al-
ready face significant budgetary challenges, 
these cuts irresponsibly threaten our economic 
recovery and the safety of our communities. 

Our local firefighters and first responders 
are the backbone of safe communities across 
this country, which is why I have consistently 
advocated for sufficient funding of FIRE and 
SAFER grants in requests to House appropri-
ators. These brave Americans and their critical 
work deserve our full support, and I urge my 
colleagues to vote in favor of this amendment. 

RECOGNIZING THE FOURTH FIGHT-
ER WING OF THE UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 2, 2011 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Fourth Fighter Wing of Seymour 
Johnson Air Force Base located in Goldsboro, 
North Carolina in my Congressional district. 
Today, the Fourth will be honored at the 
United States Air Force Memorial with the Air 
Force Historical Foundation’s James H. 
‘‘Jimmy’’ Doolittle Award. The award recog-
nizes the Fourth’s significant contributions to 
the history of the United States Air Force, as 
well as its bravery, determination, discipline, 
esprit de corps and superior joint operational 
management. 

For over five decades the Fourth Fighter 
Wing has earned a distinguished place in both 
American aviation history and world military 
history. This distinction began prior to the 
United States officially entering World War II 
with pilots who volunteered to fly as part of the 
Royal Air Force Eagle Squadrons. Upon enter-
ing World War II, these pilots formed the 
Fourth Fighter Group and set records through-
out the War, earning the motto, ‘‘Fourth but 
First.’’ The Fourth continued to contribute to its 
legacy and Air Force history during the Korean 
conflict by engaging in the first major all-jet 
fighter battle in history. 

The Fourth Fighter Wing proved to be a su-
perior combat force in Southeast Asia during 
Vietnam with more than 8,000 combat mis-
sions. The Fourth further used their skills dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War by conducting preci-
sion nighttime strikes against Iraqi forces. The 
Fourth Fighter Wing provided life-saving close 
air support in Afghanistan during Operation 
Anaconda, and contributed to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Despite risking their lives daily, the 
Fourth Fighter Wing has always served self-
lessly, courageously and with great distinction. 

The Fourth Fighter Wing has been a source 
of great pride for eastern North Carolina for 
the past 50 years while assigned to Seymour 
Johnson Air Force Base in Goldsboro, North 
Carolina. I am very proud to see the dedica-
tion, sacrifices, and historical contributions of 
the Fourth Fighter Wing recognized with this 
award. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
congratulating the Fourth Fighter Wing on re-
ceiving the James H. ‘‘Jimmy’’ Doolittle award 
and offer my sincere appreciation for their 
service to the United States of America. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF THE HONOR-
ABLE DEREK M. HODGE, FORMER 
LT. GOVERNOR OF THE U.S. VIR-
GIN ISLANDS 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 2, 2011 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, It is with 
deep sadness that I rise to pay tribute to a 

lifelong friend and political colleague from my 
district, the U.S. Virgin Islands, our former Lt. 
Governor and President of the 16th Legisla-
ture, the Honorable Derek Michael Hodge who 
passed away on May 31, 2011 after a lengthy 
illness. 

Mr. Speaker, Derek Michael Hodge is being 
eulogized as a ‘‘man of integrity and enthu-
siasm, a brilliant attorney and politician,’’ and 
I can testify that this is true of the man who 
spent his adult life serving his community in 
the public and private sector. After higher edu-
cation at Michigan State University and 
Georgetown University Law Center, he re-
turned to the Virgin Islands in 1972 and joined 
his brother’s law firm, the legendary Hodge, 
Sheen and Finch. He entered the world of 
elective politics in 1974 and became District 
Chairman of the Democratic Party. He first ran 
for governor in 1982, and though unsuccess-
ful, it was seen as a win for all of us who 
worked for him as it gave the Virgin Islands 
electorate a glimpse of his ideas and his intel-
lect. Never one to give up, he successfully be-
came the top vote getter in the race for the 
Virgin Islands Legislature in 1984. Although a 
freshman, his colleagues recognized his polit-
ical and legal acumen, and elected him Presi-
dent of the 16th Legislature of the Virgin Is-
lands. His skill and his love of the Virgin Is-
lands was recognized by the late Governor Al-
exander Farrelly and he tapped Derek to be 
his Lt. Governor, a post that he held for eight 
years and to which he brought profes-
sionalism, innovation, efficiency and account-
ability. As Lt. Governor, he spearheaded ef-
forts to improve the territory’s infrastructure, 
improving the airport, health care facilities, and 
hazard mitigation projects. As Lt. Governor, 
Derek served as the territory’s Commissioner 
of Insurance, Chairman of the Banking Board, 
Overseer of the Office of the Recorder of 
Deeds, Tax Assessor’s Office and Corpora-
tions Division. He has been credited with re-
establishing the territory’s bond rating in the 
municipal bond market which bolstered the 
Virgin Islands capital improvement program. 
Throughout his lifetime, Derek wore many 
other hats, to include college professor, center 
on the Virgin Islands national basketball team, 
and President of the Virgin Islands Bar. His 
life was one of commitment to his beloved Vir-
gin Islands. 

Mr. Speaker, Derek’s passing is a personal 
loss for me. He was ‘‘like a big brother,’’ as 
we grew up together in St. Croix and were po-
litical allies and friends who worked on many 
issues and campaigns together including each 
other’s campaigns for office. I will miss his 
friendship, his counsel and most of all his 
sense of humor which could soothe and tickle 
as well as sting. I extend my condolences to 
his wife Monique, his children Marisol and 
Jonathan and the wider circle of his family and 
many friends. Derek lived with passion and in-
tegrity. His days among us were well spent 
and while we will sorely miss him, there are 
many memories that will make us smile, laugh 
and be glad that we are among the fortunate 
ones whose lives he touched along the way. 
May he rest in God’s comfort and peace. 
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COMMEMORATING THE SERVICE 

OF SANTA ANA CITY MANAGER 
DAVID REAM 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 2, 2011 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, today I would like to honor the serv-
ice of David Ream, city manager for the great 
city of Santa Ana and wish him the best in his 
upcoming retirement. 

Having a tenure of 32 years with the city of 
Santa Ana, Dave has served as city manager 
for the past twelve years and has held several 
executive positions in departments including 
the redevelopment agency and community de-
velopment. 

Dave’s leadership has been instrumental in 
the economic growth of Santa Ana and com-
pletion of several big projects including the 
Ronald Reagan Federal Court Building; the 
Discovery Science Center; a new police head-
quarters and City Hall expansion; and the re-
development partnership with the Santa Ana 
Unified School District leading to the construc-
tion of 15 new schools in 15 years. 

Dave has been a forward thinker, helping 
lead Santa Ana through prosperous and chal-
lenging times. 

I sincerely thank Dave Ream for his 32 
years of service and dedication to the city of 
Santa Ana and its residents. I hope you enjoy 
your retirement years to the fullest. 

Best wishes! 
f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE YMCA OF 
GLENDALE 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 2, 2011 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 85th anniversary of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association of Glendale 
(YMCA). 

The YMCA of Glendale, established in 
1922, is a not-for-profit organization devoted 
to community service. It is managed by its vi-
brant staff and volunteers and overseen by the 
members, who work tirelessly to ensure that 
Glendale’s changing needs are addressed. 
Today, the YMCA boasts over 5,000 active 
members who represent every sector of the 
community, and ensures everyone from chil-
dren and teens, to adults and seniors benefit 
from the opportunities and services provided 
by the YMCA of Glendale. People of all ages 
have benefited extraordinarily from programs 
that facilitate a strong mind, physique, and 
character. Such programs include aquatics, 
educational classes, martial arts, and gym-
nastics. 

The success and well-being of children is 
also a key focal point of the YMCA of Glen-
dale. By promoting character development and 
establishing the four core values of caring, 
honesty, respect and responsibility, children 
are more likely to overcome the negative 
temptations of youth such as gangs, drugs 
and crime. 

The YMCA of Glendale is also a strong ad-
vocate of healthy living. As a part of its effort 

to help people achieve their goals of a healthy 
lifestyle, the YMCA offers a vast selection of 
fitness programs such as swimming, strength 
training, and consultations with fitness experts 
among other activities. Numerous seniors 
enjoy a variety of classes and programs, 
which are designed to protect the joints and 
improve strength. In addition, hundreds of chil-
dren have immeasurably benefited from these 
programs, and have not only developed their 
physical skills, but have also built self-con-
fidence. 

For 85 years, the YMCA of Glendale has 
proven its selfless dedication to the community 
by welcoming and supporting people of all 
ages, religious backgrounds, incomes, and 
abilities. This incredible organization has em-
braced the city of Glendale, and to this very 
day implements its ultimate goal of building 
strong kids, strong families, and a strong com-
munity. 

I am proud to recognize the past and 
present members and supporters of the YMCA 
of Glendale for their immense contributions to 
the community, and I ask all Members to join 
me in congratulating the YMCA of Glendale 
for 85 years of dedicated service. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 1, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2017) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes: 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to H.R. 2017—the Department of 
Homeland Security FY12 Appropriations Act. 

As we come upon the 10-year anniversary 
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the House should 
not be voting to reduce funding in homeland 
security, mass transit, and port security grants. 
These grant programs would receive a 50-per-
cent cut in funding if this bill were passed. In-
vestments in these critical areas are needed 
as we remain vigilant. Terrorist events around 
the world have shown that mass transit sys-
tems, like other modes of transportation, are 
often targets of attack. New York City has one 
of the largest subway systems in the world. 
Millions of people ride the system every day. 
A plot to attack the New York City subway 
system was thwarted in September 2009. The 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority in New 
York City has worked hard to keep the pas-
sengers safe. Our Nation’s first responders 
deserve more. 

Finally, this bill proposes an appropriation of 
$891.24 million in net discretionary spending 
for Infrastructure Protection and Information 
Security, which is a decrease of $45.25 million 
below the President’s FY 2012 budget re-
quest. Increasing funding to the Administra-
tion’s request will help to prevent attacks 
against U.S. information networks. Our safety 
and our way of life depend upon our critical in-
frastructure as well as the strength of our 
economy. Our critical infrastructure—such as 

the electricity grid, financial sector, and trans-
portation networks that sustain our way of 
life—have suffered repeated cyber intrusions, 
and cyber crime has increased dramatically 
over the last decade. It has become clear that 
our Nation cannot fully defend against these 
threats unless certain parts of Cybersecurity 
efforts are updated. Congress needs to focus 
on improving cybersecurity for the American 
people, our Nation’s critical infrastructure, and 
the Federal Government’s own networks and 
computers. 

As a New York City Member on the House 
Homeland Security Committee, I will work to 
ensure that our Nation is better prepared to 
prevent terrorist attacks. This appropriations 
bill is a statement of our values. We need to 
adequately invest in our response capacities 
to safeguard our citizens. At a time when our 
Nation is dealing with the emergency manage-
ment of natural disasters that ravaged the 
Midwest and South and is working to prevent 
potential bio-terrorism attacks, this is not the 
time to make drastic cuts to our Homeland Se-
curity Appropriations. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this bill. 
f 

THE ALLEN-FAIRVIEW CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE: CELEBRATING 40 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY OF 
NORTH TEXAS 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 2, 2011 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my honor to join with the Allen-Fairview 
Chamber of Commerce in celebrating 40 
years of service to the business community of 
North Texas. 

Since the Chamber’s founding, its stated 
purpose has been to ‘‘advance the general 
welfare and prosperity of the city [. . .] so that 
its citizens and all areas of its business com-
munity shall prosper.’’ I would venture to say 
that this goal has been met, time and again, 
in impressive fashion. 

Allen was officially incorporated as a town in 
the State of Texas back in 1953. Since that 
day, it has grown from a small community of 
400 to a bustling metropolitan suburb of nearly 
90,000 citizens. The business climate of the 
city has matched the growth, transitioning from 
mom and pop shops to corporate head-
quarters and state of the art shopping cen-
ters—all while maintaining a strong sense of 
community. 

In fact, Allen has been recognized by 
Money Magazine as one of the top 20 places 
in America to live and by Forbes as one of the 
top 25 places to relocate a business. These 
impressive designations not only attest to a 
friendly business environment, but to the great 
quality of life the city’s residents enjoy. 

It’s leadership from folks in city government, 
economic development groups, and the orga-
nization we honor today—the Allen-Fairview 
Chamber of Commerce—that has built this city 
into a shining example of Hometown USA. 

To the Allen-Fairview Chamber of Com-
merce, a business advocate at its best, con-
gratulations on an outstanding 40 years, and 
best wishes for the years to come. 

God bless you. God bless America. God 
bless Texas. I salute you. 
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